Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2006 — 2010

Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Major / Community
Parks

Location Criteria:

> Variable based on
park facilities

>  Generally serves
neighborhoods up to
3 miles in distance

Size Criteria:
> Approximately
30 — 75 acres

Major Parks typically contain a wide
variety of recreation facilities to meet
the diverse needs of residents from
several neighborhoods. Major Parks
may include areas for intense
recreation facilities, such as athletic
complexes and swimming pools. These
parks usnally contain other facilities
not commonly found in neighborhood
parks such as nature areas, picnic
pavilions, lighted athletic fields, and
concession _facilities.

Avondale Park (18.5 acres) — Avondale Park is located in the southwest section of

Rochester Hills. Located within the park are one ball diamond, one multi-purpose field,

two sand volleyball courts, two basketball courts, and two tennis courts for active
recreation. Natural areas, picnic shelter, and play structures are further amenities for

residents.

Avondale Park

Improve turf and irrigation on
multi-purpose fields to aid in
“recovery.”

Bloomer Park (206.9 acres) — Bloomer Park is the largest park within the City of Rochester
Hills. Once a State Park, Bloomer is now home to Michigan’s only velodrome (see image

below). This velodrome is used for bicycle riding and racing, and was opened in 2002.
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Bloomer Park Entrance

Velodrome at Bloomer Park
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Major / Community
Parks

Location Criteria:

> Variable based on
park facilities

> Generally serves
neighborhoods up to
3 miles in distance

Size Criteria:
>  Approximately
30 — 75 acres

Bloomer Park is located in the eastern central portion of the city, and is adjacent to Yates

Roadside Park. Bloomer also serves as an access point and stop along the Clinton River
Trail.

Recreational amenities include a multi-purpose field used for cricket and lacrosse and two
volleyball courts. Mountain biking, cross-country skiing, and hiking paths traverse the
park. The sledding hill provides additional wintertime recreational opportunities to area
residents.

Bloomer Park also has a number of picnic areas and four shelters (see image above), along
with children’s play structures and river access.

Provide warming shelter,
parking lot lights, and lighting
for the sledding hill.

Expand use of the Velodrome.
Investigate river access and
interpretive signage.

Major Parks typically contain a wide
variety of recreation facilities to meet
the diverse needs of residents from
several neighborhoods. Major Parks
may include areas for intense
recreation facilities, such as athletic
complexces and swimming pools. These
parks usually contain other facilities
not commonly found in neighborhood
parks such as nature areas, picnic
pavilions, lighted athletic fields, and

concession _facilities.

Earl E. Borden Park (143 acres) — Earl E. Borden Park is a significant community
amenity for active recreation. At Borden, there are four irrigated and lighted ball fields
and eight irrigated soccer fields, one of which is lighted. Borden also boasts two roller
hockey rinks, four tennis courts, and three basketball courts. Along with a five-acre multi-
purpose field, a seven-station batting cage is a further draw to Earl E. Borden Park. There
is a 30-acre wooded natural area for those visitors that enjoy more passive recreational
activities.

Move the office and its
operations to a central location
in the park to provide better
safety, security and customer
service.

Replace and upgrade existing
playgrounds and surfacing.
Renovate existing soccer fields.
Correct drainage, grading and
re-sod to improve performance.
Design and construct an
“Adventure Golf” course.
Provide additional lighting for
two soccer fields, two roller
hockey rinks and four tennis
courts.

Install walking trail and
interpretive signage in 30 acre
wooded area.

Baseball at Borden Park Borden Park Entrance Develop a secure fenced and
landscaped storage area for the
Park Maintenance Operations.
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Major / Community
Parks

Location Criteria:

> Variable based on
park facilities

> Generally serves
neighborhoods up to
3 miles in distance

Size Criteria:
>  Approximately
30 — 75 acres

Eugene S. Nowicki Park (35 acres) — Undeveloped, undesignated.

Riverbend Park (70 acres) — Undeveloped, undesignated.

Prepare concept plan for
Riverbend Park and seek
funding for development.

Thelma G. Spencer Park (113 acres) — Thelma G. Spencer Park has a 38-acre lake with
swimming access and beach. This park contains play structures, a barrier-free fishing pier,

a picnic shelter and picnic areas, and a concession stand.

Beach and Fz';/?z;g at pm—fe‘r Park

Boat rentals, two tennis courts, sand volleyball, horseshoe pits, two multi-purpose fields
and trails are all additional draws to this park. New restrooms, concession stand, office,
and first aid station were constructed in 2005.

Wintertime offerings include ice-skating, ice fishing, and cross-country skiing.

Replace and upgrade non-
compliant playgrounds and
surfacing.

Pave parking lot, internal roads,
the sports field parking lot, and
cap the entrance drive.

Install “splash pad” for
increased usage.

ADA Compliance.

Construct storage addition to
maintenance building.

Increase parking lot.

Enclose drainage ditch to
increase picnic area.

Surface one-mile paved pathway
around lake.
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Major / Community
Parks

Location Criteria:

> Variable based on
park facilities

> Generally serves
neighborhoods up to
3 miles in distance

Size Criteria:
>  Approximately
30 — 75 acres

Major Parks typically contain a wide
variety of recreation facilities to meet
the diverse needs of residents from
several neighborhoods. Major Parks
may include areas for intense
recreation facilities, such as athletic
complexces and swimming pools. These
parks usnally contain other facilities
not commonly found in neighborhood
parks such as nature areas, picnic
pavilions, lighted athletic fields, and
concession _facilities.

Yates Roadside Park (4.3 acres) — Yates Roadside Park, located across from Yates
Cider Mill, offers passive recreational opportunities to residents of Rochester Hills. The
park has direct river access and is a popular scenic spot for fishing on the Clinton River.
Picnic areas and grills are provided. Yates Roadside Park is adjacent to the southeastern
edge of Bloomer Park and the Clinton-Kalamazoo Canal historic site.

Fishing at Yates Park

Yates Park Entrance

Reconstruct and surface parking
lot.

Improve River Access.

Add interpretive signage.

Install play area equipment.
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Neighborhood Parks

Location Criteria:

>  Vito Y2 mile
distance and
uninterrupted by
non-residential roads
and other physical
barriers.

Size Criteria

> 5acres is considered
minimum size. 5 to
10 acres is optimal.

Helen V. Allen Park (9.9 acres) — Helen V. Allen Park is located on the eastern central
edge of Rochester Hills. This park contains two softball fields.

Helen V. Allen Park Entrance

= ADA compliance.

Tienken Road Property (10 acres) — This park property is currently undeveloped and

=  Prepare concept plan for

undesignated. Tienken Road Property.

Wabash Park (3.7 acres) — Wabash Park, located in the southeast quadrant of Rochester Pave parking lot.

Hills, contains one multi-purpose field, picnic area, and a playground. Add small picnic
shelter/structure.
Construct pathway loop.
ADA Compliance.

Wabash Park Entrance
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

School-Park

Location Criteria:

> Determined by
location of school
district property.

Size Criteria
> Variable-depends on
function.

These parks are typically nmultiple-
purpose facilities that provide areas for
intensive recreation activities, such as
feld games, conrt games, crafts,
playgrounds, skating, picnicking, etc.
Neighborhood parks are generally 15
acres or less in size and serve a
population up to 5,000 residents
located within s to V2 mile radins
[from the neighborhood they serve.

Avondale Schools, Holy Family Regional, Lutheran High Northwest, Oakland
Steiner, Rochester Christian, Rochester Community Schools, and St. John Lutheran
all maintain playing fields and/or playgrounds at their schools. These facilities are
distributed throughout the community, and function as neighborhood parks in many
instances (See Map 2).

Special Use or

Conservancy Parks

Location Criteria:

> Variable-dependent
on specific use.

Size Criteria
> Variable

Special use recreation facilities are
typically single-purpose recreation
Jfacilities, such as golf courses, nature
centers, outdoor theaters, interpretative
centers, or facilities for the preservation
or maintenance of the natural or
cultural environment. Protection and
management of the natural/ cultnral
environment may be the primary focus
with recreation use as a secondary
objective.

Avon Nature Area and Environmental Education Center (97.4 acres) — Indoor
informative displays, interactive exhibits, and ecosystem education resources and programs
are available at this community amenity. Two miles of hiking trails, scenic overlooks, picnic
areas and the City Hall Pond are additional available resources.

Awon Nature Area

ADA compliance.

Remove accumulated sediment
in pond or install water quality
forebay, rain gardens, bio-swales
in the roadside swales. Restore
native grasses and create
emergent wetland for
educational demonstrations.
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Special Use or

Conservancy Parks

Location Criteria:

> Variable-dependent
on specific use.

Size Criteria
> Variable

Rochester Hills Museum Van Hoosen Farm (16.1 acres) — Located in the Stoney Creek
Historic District, the museum serves as a cultural, educational, and recreational facility that
preserves and promotes the history of the Rochester Hills area. Group programs, day camps,
picnic areas, gardens, farmhouse and dairy barn tours, and fishing are offered attractions on
this site, which borders Stony Creek.

Farmbouse at Van Hoosen Farm

Correct drainage problems.
Expand parking.

Stabilize and restore Calf Barn
including: roof installation,
mortar repair, water service, fire
suppression, doors and window
repait.

Secure architect for restoration
work.

Develop educational displays
and museum artifact storage in
restored Calf Barn.

ADA Compliance.

Rebuild Equipment Barn (circa
1912).

Become certified museum.

Pine Trace Park (190 acres) — The main recreation offering is Pine Trace Golf Course, an
18-hole championship golf course complete with clubhouse, pro shop, restaurant, driving
range, and cross-country skiing in the winter.

City of Rochester Hills, Michigan

33

McKenna Associates, Inc.




Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2006 — 2010

Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Special Use or

Conservancy Parks

Location Criteria:

> Variable-dependent
on specific use.

Size Criteria
> Variable

Veterans Memorial Pointe (5.14 acres) — Veterans Memorial Pointe park is connected to
the Clinton River Trail, adjacent to the Clinton River, and is located near the center of the
city. This park’s most significant feature is a plaza area that contains a memorial to United
States veterans. Events are held at this plaza on both Memorial Day and Veterans Day.

A group of active citizens who desired a civic space for reflection and recognition of area
veterans fundraised for the development of this city-owned park. Personalized brick pavers
were sold for additional funding, and line the path in front of the plaza and to a nearby

gazebo.

A vault toilet building and drinking fountain are available for park users as well as travelers on
the Clinton River Trail. A small parking lot and access to the Clinton River Trail are also

provided.

Veterans Memorial Pointe Entrance
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Linear Parks
Location Criteria:
> Resource availability
and opportunity

Size Criteria:
> Variable

A linear park is any area developed
Jfor one or more modes of recreation
travel, such as hiking, bicycling, in-
line skating, snowmobiling, cross-
countyy skiing, canoeing, horseback
riding, and pleasure driving

Clinton River Trail (4.5 mile section) — The Clinton River Trail (15.6 miles in total) spans
five communities in Oakland County (Sylvan Lake, Pontiac, Auburn Hills, Rochester Hills,
and Rochester) and directly connects to the West Bloomfield Trail (4.3 miles) to the west, the
Macomb Orchard Trail (23.5 miles once completed) to the east, to the Downtown Rochester
River Walk (approximately .65 miles) to the north linking to the Paint Creek Trail (8.9 miles).
This non-motorized trail generally follows the Clinton River and is located on land
previously owned and used by the Grand Trunk Railroad.

Bridge over Clinton River
Trail users can bike, jog, walk, and/or cross-country ski. The Clinton River Trail also offers
additional access points to area parks and serves as a key regional wildlife corridor. In
Rochester Hills, the parks along the trail include Avon Nature Area (with its Environmental
Education Center), Veterans Memorial Pointe, and Bloomer Park. Rochester College is also

located adjacent to the trail. Restrooms and parking are provided along the trail at Veterans
Memorial Pointe and Bloomer Park.

Clinton River Trail:

Improve trail surface.

Install interactive trail signage and
kiosks.

Seek additional access points and
trail heads (“staging areas”).
Provide linkages to adjacent uses
and facilities (e.g. bike paths,
parks, retail businesses and
schools).

Seek funding for development.
Provide activities and events (e.g.
fun walks, races, clean-ups, etc.).
Add trail amenities: Benches,
trash receptacles, and bike racks.
Rochester Avon Historical
Society desires to construct a
covered bridge.
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Linear Parks
Location Criteria:
> Resource availability
and opportunity

Size Criteria:
> Variable

Paint Creek Trail (1.2 mile section) — Owned and operated by the Paint Creek Trailways
Commission — This non-motorized recreational trail in the north central area of Rochester
Hills connects to the Downtown Rochester River Walk, which provides a direct link to the
Clinton River Trail. The trail also connects Rochester Hills to Rochester, Lake Otion, and
Oakland Township. The 8.9 mile trail follows Paint Creek through fields, prairies,
woodlands, and marshes by way of the old Penn Central Railroad corridor. It accommodates
walkers, runners, mountain bikers, and cross-country skiers, and is surfaced with limestone
fines. Creek access and nature areas are additional attractions. The Rochester Hills portion
is maintained by the City of Rochester Hills Parks and Forestry Department.

Paint Creek Trail Users and Signage

Paint Creek Trail: Activities are
the responsibility of the Paint
Creck Trailway Commission.
Link to website:

http:/ /www.paintcreektrail.of:

A linear park is any area developed
Jfor one or more modes of recreation
travel, such as hiking, bicycling, in-
line skating, snowmobiling, cross-
country skiing, canoeing, horseback
riding, and pleasure driving.

Non-Motorized Pathways — As of 2005, 80+ miles of 8ft. wide asphalt bike paths
constructed along every major roadway.

Non-Motorized Pathway Users

Renew and maintain millage.
Construct 8’ wide non-motorized
pathways along every major
thoroughfare in the City.
Rehabilitate and maintain existing
City Pathway.
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Table 6: Park Classifications

Type of Facility

Recreation Standards

Description

Action Items

Subdivision Open
Space
Location Criteria:
> Less than Y4 mile
in residential
setting

Size Criteria:

> Generally
between 2500 sq.
ft. and one acre in
size.

The NRPA recommends 0.25 10 0.50
mini-park acreage per 1,000 residents.

Subdivision open spaces are owned and
maintained by various homeowner
associations. Exclusive use of residents of
subdivisions.

Neighborhood open spaces are areas set aside by subdivision developers to meet the
requirements of the City’s Open Space Development option. These areas vary in size, are
owned and maintained by the subdivision’s homeowners association, and are part of the
Subdivision Plan or Condominium Plan. Some of these areas are wooded natural areas or
wetland areas; others offer play areas or play equipment for children (See Map 2).

A 24-acre parcel has been deeded to the Oakland Land Conservancy and designated as the
Heron Rookery.

The City could provide technical
support and best management
practices for these areas if
requested.
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