Our Water - Good Housekeeping Practices
Department of Public Service - Water Conservation Update
The City of Rochester Hills has been successful in shifting our time of peak water usage. This change
is beneficial to all water customers and helps minimize rate increases by the Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department. Also, please follow the City Ordinance that requires property owners with automatic or
programmable irrigation systems to only water lawns between midnight and 5 am.
You can play a role in conserving water by becoming conscious of the amount of water your household
uses and by implementing ways to decrease use. It is not hard to conserve water. Here are a few tips:
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Manually turn off your sprinkler on rainy days and leave it off until plants need to be watered
again. You can also install a rain sensor on your sprinkler system so that it automatically
shuts off when it’s raining.
Water your lawn only when it needs it. If you leave footprints on the grass, it is usually time
to water. Also, avoid watering your lawn on windy days.
Next time you add or replace a flower or shrub, choose a low water use plant for year-round landscape color and
save up to 550 gallons each year.
Put food coloring in your toilet tank. If it seeps into the toilet bowl without flushing, you have a leak. Fixing it can
save up to 1,000 gallons a month.
Upgrade older toilets and shower heads to energy-efficient models. Make sure there are water-saving aerators on
all your faucets.
Turn the faucet off while you shave, brush your teeth, lather your hands or wash dishes.
Run your washer and dishwasher only when they are full. You can save up to 1,000 gallons a month.
Share your water conservation tips with friends and neighbors.
Report broken pipes, open fire hydrants and errant sprinklers to the property owner or to the city.

Refer to our Water Conservation page under ‘Living In’ on the city’s website www.rochesterhills.org for additional tips.

West Nile Virus

What is the West Nile Virus? West Nile Virus is a commonly found flavivirus. The virus can infect humans, birds, horses and
some other mammals. In a small number of people infected by the virus, the disease can be serious, even fatal.
Where does the West Nile Virus come from? West Nile Virus is most often spread to humans by the bite of an infected mosquito.
The mosquito species most likely to carry the West Nile Virus is Culex Pipiens.  This mosquito’s natural habitat is tree holes that
are often filled with water and organic matter.  Any feature that replicates this natural habitat will likely provide a home for this
mosquito’s family.
What can I do to help? Keeping your property free of mosquito breeding opportunities is the most effective way to help in the
elimination of West Nile Virus.  This can be accomplished by emptying the water from containers, empty flower pots, water-filled
tires and children’s swimming pools and toys; changing the water in bird baths around the home once a week, and cleaning clogged
eave troughs to allow free flow of runoff.
What is the city doing to help? Since 2003, Rochester Hills has participated in an active West Nile Virus Abatement Program.
Each year the Department of Public Service and Parks Department crews clean out our catch basins that are ideal breeding habitats
for Culex Pipiens. Once the catch basins are cleaned, a larvicide briquette is dropped in. The larvicide prevents the emergence of
adult mosquitoes from the standing water deep inside the basins, lasts the entire summer and specifically targets mosquitoes in our
area that are known to carry the virus. Grant funding from Oakland County covers a portion of the
costs associated with this abatement program.
Where can I get more information? The websites links below are packed with information on the
West Nile Virus and the elimination of mosquito breeding conditions.
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Oakland County Health Department
Michigan Department of Community Health
Center for Disease Control
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